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The Mine Ban Treaty presently 

has a total of 161 States 

Parties. Of these, 132 signed 

and then ratified, 27 acceded, 

and two joined through the 

process of succession.  

The Marshall Islands is the only 

signatory left to ratify, following Poland’s 

ratification in December 2012. 

Of the 35 states which 

currently remain outside the 

treaty, almost all abide by its 

key provisions, indicating 

near-universal acceptance of 

the landmine ban.  

Twenty-five of these states have 

since joined, including many with 

large stockpiles and/or seriously 

affected by mine contamination, such 

as Afghanistan, Belarus, Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Eritrea, Finland, 

Iraq, Kuwait, Serbia, Somalia, 

Tajikistan, and Turkey.  



All 28 states of the European 

Union, all states in sub-Saharan 

Africa, and all but two states in the 

Americas have joined the treaty. 

Nearly all States Parties have submitted 

initial transparency reports detailing the 

steps taken to implement the treaty.  

Equatorial Guinea (due in 1999) and 

Tuvalu (due in 2012) have not submitted 

initial reports. The annual reporting rate 

has diminished in recent years with only 

50-60% of States Parties submitting 

annual updates.  

Previous editions of Landmine Monitor 

report have stated that there has never 

been a confirmed case of use of 

antipersonnel mines by a State Party 

since 1999.  This achievement appears 

to be in jeopardy given the weight of 

evidence that has emerged that 

government forces in Yemen used 

antipersonnel mines in 2011.   

Allegations of use by Sudan and Turkey 

require further clarification.  



The most extensive use of antipersonnel mines 

occurred on the border between India and Pakistan 

in 2001-2002. 

Other states confirmed to have used 

antipersonnel mines since 1999 

include Eritrea, Ethiopia, Georgia, Iraq, 

Kyrgyzstan, Israel, Libya, Nepal, 

Russia, Sri Lanka, Syria, and 

Uzbekistan.  

The only government that appears to have used 

antipersonnel mines continuously in the 1999-2013 

period is Myanmar (Burma). 

20 years on it is still the case 

that more landmines are 

cleared than are being laid. 



Most of these countries are not 

actively producing mines but reserve 

the right to do so. Active production 

may be ongoing in as few as four 

countries: India, Myanmar, Pakistan, 

and South Korea. 

The Monitor currently identifies 12 

states as producers of antipersonnel 

mines. 



The abrupt appearance of mine types 

not previously encountered in Sudan 

and Yemen in 2011 raises the specter 

that some form of illicit market for 

antipersonnel mines exists. 

A de facto global ban on the transfer of 

antipersonnel mines has been in effect 

since the mid-1990s.  A low level of illicit 

trade and of unacknowledged or denied 

trade has continued. 

The Conference on Disarmament never 

took any action on antipersonnel 

landmines and has not undertaken any 

substantive work since 1996. 



A total of 87 States Parties have 

completed the destruction of their 

stockpiled antipersonnel mines, 

destroying more than 47 million 

mines since 1999. 

Albania, Belarus, Finland, France, 

Germany, Greece, Italy, Japan, 

Poland, Romania, Serbia, 

Switzerland, Sweden, Turkmenistan, 

Ukraine, United Kingdom each 

stockpiled more than one million 

mines. 



28 States Parties have expressed the 

view that any mine, despite its label 

or design intent, capable of being 

detonated by the unintentional act of 

a person is an antipersonnel mine 

and is prohibited. 

63 States Parties have enacted 

legislation implementing the treaty. 

Eighty-one States Parties have 

declared that they do not retain any 

antipersonnel mines, including 29 

states that stockpiled antipersonnel 

mines in the past. 



44 States Parties have declared that 

they will not participate in planning 

and implementation of activities 

related to the use of antipersonnel 

mines in joint operations with a state 

not party to the Mine Ban Treaty who 

may use antipersonnel mines. 

A general, albeit informal, 

understanding of how Article 1 applies 

to joint military operations and the 

meaning of “assist” has emerged 

during the years of discussion. More 

specifically, a prevailing view has 

emerged that States Parties may not: 

• participate in the planning for use of 

antipersonnel mines; 

• agree to rules of engagement that 

permit use of the weapon; 

• accept orders to use, request others 

to use, or train others to use the 

weapon; 

• knowingly derive military benefit from 

the use of the weapon by others; or 

• provide security, storage, or 

transportation for antipersonnel mines. 



32 States Parties have declared 

they prohibit  transfer through, 

foreign stockpiling on, or 

authorizing foreign 

antipersonnel mines on national 

territory. 

Italy, Norway, and Spain 

required the US to remove US 

stocks on their soil. Tajikistan 

has reported since 2003 that it 

was negotiating with Russia 

regarding removal of its 18,200 

stockpiled mines.  

A total of 75 States Parties 

have reported that they 

retain antipersonnel mines 

for training and research 

purposes. Six retain between 

5,000 and 7,000; 35 retain 

between 1,000 and 5,000; 

and, 31 retain less than 

1,000. 

Finland, Turkey, and 

Bangladesh each retain more 

than 12,000 mines.  
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